
Religious 
Education 
Week 2



Recap

Do you remember the points we covered last week?

• Meaning of ritual

• Meaning of Lent

• How worship is different during Lent – liturgical colour/omittance of certain liturgical 

responses – The Gloria/use of Alleluia 

• What happens on Ash Wednesday?

• What some Christians might do to mark the beginning of Lent both in terms of liturgical 

ritual?



Recap - Answers

Do you remember the points we covered last week?

• Meaning of ritual – A religious service or ceremony performed in a fixed order.

• Meaning of Lent – Lent is the period of 40 days which comes before Easter in the Christian 
calendar. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season of reflection and preparation 
before the celebrations of Easter. 

• How worship is different during Lent – The colour of purple is used in the church – on the 
altar frontal, vestments and clergy robes and there are no flowers or decorations. The 
Gloria in Excelsis hymn is not used and neither is Alleluia said or sung

• What happens on Ash Wednesday? Palm leaves from the previous lent are burnt and an 
ash cross is made on Christians forehead.

• What some Christians might do to mark the beginning of Lent both in terms of liturgical 
ritual – They might have ashing and often the ‘giving up’ of things.



LQ: What happens in churches on 
Palm Sunday?

Were going to look at some pictures on the next few slides. I want you to think about:
• What is happening in these pictures?
• What do you think is motivating people to act in this way?
• What similarities and differences do you notice?



Northern Spain



El Salvador



Orthodox Christians in Africa



Jerusalem



London



Matthew 21:  1 – 11  
The Triumphal Entry 

21 Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to [a]Bethphage, 
at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to 
them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and 
bring them to Me. 3 And if anyone says anything to you, you shall 
say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send 
them.”

4 [b]All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet, saying:

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your King is coming to you,
Lowly, and sitting on a donkey,
A colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2021:1-11&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23828a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2021:1-11&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23831b


6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus 
commanded them. 7 They brought the donkey and 
the colt, laid their clothes on them, [c]and 
set Him on them. 8 And a very great multitude 
spread their clothes on the road; others cut down 
branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. 9 Then the multitudes who went before and 
those who followed cried out, saying:

“Hosanna to the Son of David!
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’
Hosanna in the highest!”
10 And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the 
city was moved, saying, “Who is this?”
11 So the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the 
prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2021:1-11&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23834c


Key Questions

Within the text:  What does the text mean?  

• Are there any words that need explaining? 

• Describe the reactions/responses of the different groups of people present – the disciples/the crowd/the city

• Why did Jesus return to Jerusalem?

• Do you think everyone was pleased to welcome Jesus?  Explain your response using the text to support your 
argument.



Key Questions

In front of the text:  This is concerned with the relationship between the text and the reader.

• How do think a Christian today might have responded to the scene?

• How do you think you would have responded to the scene?  Explain your answer giving a reason for your 
response.



How the Church and 
Christians remember 
Palm Sunday.

Palm Sunday is the sixth Sunday of Lent and 
the last Sunday before Easter. Worshipers 
commemorate Jesus Christ's triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem.

On this day, Christians also remember 
Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross, praise 
God for the gift of salvation, and look 
expectantly to the Lord’s second coming.

If you want to learn more about what Lent is, click on this link.

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-lent-700774


Rituals of the 
Church

• The liturgical colour is red.

• Palm crosses are distributed to the congregation.

• The passion narrative is read out – this is the Gospel 

account of the last week of Jesus’ life, ending with 
his death on the cross.



• Congregations will process carrying and 
waving palm branches.

• Traditional hymns will be sung that speak 
of the account.

• Palm crosses are blessed, and worshippers 
will then take them home as a reminder of 
their Faith.  The crosses are burned at the 
start of Lent the next year to provide the 
ash for Ash Wednesday.



Activity

Continuing on the sheet from last week, you are now going to fill in the second part of the sheet which is 
based on Palm Sunday.

Last Week’s activity

This Week’s 
activity



Reflection

Have you ever been part of a 

procession/event that has impacted 

on the way you think and behave?  

What was it about that event that 

influenced your thinking and 

behaviour?  

Did it change you and if so how?


